
How comfortable is your route?
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Level of Comfort 1 is assigned to areas where riding a bike
is comfortable for a wide range of ages and abilities.  Off-street 
bike facilities such as multiuse paths, trails, and greenways 
are included in this category.  Roads within this category 
are characterized by slow speeds (<30 MPH), one adjacent 
travel lane, and low traffic volumes (<2,000 vehicles daily).  
Neighborhood streets make up a majority of this category.

Level of Comfort 3 is assigned to areas well suited for
enthusiastic cyclists that are confident in their abilities and 
comfortable riding in mixed traffic.  Roads within this category 
are characterized by designated bike lanes, moderately high 
speeds (35-45 MPH), one or more adjacent travel lanes, and 
higher traffic volumes (4,000-8,000 vehicles daily).  Roads 
without bike lanes and moderately high speeds (35-45 MPH) are 
included in this category if traffic volumes are low (<2,000).

Level of Comfort 5 is a category that is intolerable for even
the most experienced adult cyclists.  Roads within this category 
are characterized by very high speeds (55+ MPH), multiple 
adjacent travel lanes, limited access, and the highest traffic 
volumes (12,000+ vehicles daily). 

Level of Comfort 2 is assigned to roads that may be
comfortable for adults that don’t ride a bike often.  Roads within 
this category are characterized by designated bike lanes, low 
speeds (30-35 MPH), one or more adjacent travel lanes, and 
moderate traffic volumes (2,000-4,000 vehicles daily).  Roads 
without bike lanes and low speeds (30-35 MPH) and low traffic 
volumes (<2,000 vehicles daily) also are included in this category.

Level of Comfort 4 are streets that are not comfortable for
bicycle travel and may only be suitable for the most advanced 
level of cyclist, the strong and fearless, in rare circumstances.  
Roads within this category are characterized by high speeds 
(45-55 MPH), one or more adjacent travel lanes, and high traffic 
volumes (>8,000 vehicles daily). 

What is Level of Comfort?
Bicyclists have varying levels of tolerance for traffic and the stress created by volume, speed, and proximity of adjacent traffic. Their tolerance may vary by time 
of day or trip purpose. A person’s tolerance is may change over time and with bicycling experience.  The B-Active Plan Level of Comfort analysis is based on a 
concept developed in the Mineta Report based on increased separation from traffic as volume and speed increase along with the provision of safe crossings of 
major roadways.

This analysis was customized for the B-Active study area and is intended to inform the regional active transportation network plan as a general baseline 
of roadway comfort.  While it may not reflect the experience of every individual bicyclist the level of comfort ratings reflect a ‘worst case scenario’ due to 
characteristics of a typically permanent nature. Pavement quality and heavy vehicle routes were not factors in this analysis due to their temporary nature.



1
Level of Comfort 1 is assigned to areas where riding a bike is comfortable for a wide range of ages and abilities.  Off-street bike facilities such as multiuse paths, trails, 
and greenways are included in this category.  Roads within this category are characterized by slow speeds (<30 MPH), one adjacent travel lane, and low traffic volumes 
(<2,000 vehicles daily).  Neighborhood streets make up a majority of this category.

1st Avenue S - Bike Trail Lakeshore Trail 2nd Avenue S

Level of Comfort 1



2
Level of Comfort 2 is assigned to roads that may be comfortable for adults that don’t ride a bike often.  Roads within this category are characterized by designated 
bike lanes, low speeds (30-35 MPH), one or more adjacent travel lanes, and moderate traffic volumes (2,000-4,000 vehicles daily).  Roads without bike lanes and low 
speeds (30-35 MPH) and low traffic volumes (<2,000 vehicles daily) also are included in this category.

5th Avenue S Morris Avenue 23rd Street S

Level of Comfort 2



3
Level of Comfort 3 is assigned to areas well suited for enthusiastic cyclists that are confident in their abilities and comfortable riding in mixed traffic.  Roads within 
this category are characterized by designated bike lanes, moderately high speeds (35-45 MPH), one or more adjacent travel lanes, and higher traffic volumes (4,000-8,000 
vehicles daily).  Roads without bike lanes and moderately high speeds (35-45 MPH) are included in this category if traffic volumes are low (<2,000).

Berry Road Tuscaloosa Avenue CO Road 97 (Shades Crest Continuation)

Level of Comfort 3



4
Level of Comfort 4 are streets that are not comfortable for bicycle travel and may only be suitable for the most advanced level of cyclist, the strong and fearless, 
in rare circumstances.  Roads within this category are characterized by high speeds (45-55 MPH), one or more adjacent travel lanes, and high traffic volumes (>8,000 
vehicles daily). 

Greensprings Highway Old Leeds Road Valley Avenue

Level of Comfort 4



5 Level of Comfort 5 is a category that is intolerable for even the most experienced adult cyclists.  Roads within this category are characterized by very high speeds 
(55+ MPH), multiple adjacent travel lanes, limited access, and the highest traffic volumes (12,000+ vehicles daily). 

Crestwood Boulevard Lakeshore Drive University Boulevard

Level of Comfort 5



Level of Comfort Downtown
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Demand Analyses



The project team used an online interactive map tool called a WikiMap 
to gather input from the community on a variety of topics. The WikiMap 
was live between February and May 2017, and allowed residents to 
identify barriers and difficult routes for walking and biking. Users were 
also tasked with providing information about their preferred routes.

The WikiMap received 173 

line comments and 106 

point comments from 158 
users representing 34 zip 
codes within the study area.

WikiMap Summary

Barriers to Biking Barriers to Walking Difficult Routes to Bike Difficult Routes to Walk



Survey Summary



Survey Summary



Wikimap Results
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